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Jeyfulneſi and Conſideration; or, the Duties 
of Praſperiiy and Adverfity. 
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Preached at King's-Chapel, in Beſfon, before His Excellency 
FRANCIS BERNARD, Eſq; 


Captain-General and GoveRNoR in Chief, 


The Honourable His Majeſty's Counci1L 
and Houſe of REPRESENTATIVES, 


Of the Province of the 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in New-England, 
YIETANUARY--I,. 1701, 


Upon Occaſion of the Pra TH of our late moſt gracious 


Sovereign 
* 
King GEORGE the Second. 
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Se 


Ju tbe Houſeof RRPBRESRNTATIVES, 


JANU ART 2, 1701. 


Voted, 
Tr the Members of the Town of 
Bofton, with ſuch as the Honorable 
Board ſhall join, be a Committee, to give 
the Thanks of this Court, to the Revd. 
Mr. CAN ER, for his Sermon preached 
before them Yeſterday, upon the Deceaſe 
of our late moſt gracious Sovereign King 
GEORGE the Second, and defire a Copy 
thereof for the Preſs. 


Sent up for Concurrence, 


Atteſt, Ro LAN D CoTToN, Cler. Dom. Rep. 


In Councit, January 2, 170671, 


EAD and Concurred, and Jacos 
WENDELL, JoHN ERviNG anl 
WILLIAM BRAT TL, Eſqrs. are join- 


ed in the Affair. 


A. OLIVER, Secr. 


Conſented to, 


FRA. BERNARD. 


Copy Atteſt. 
A. OLIVER, Secr. 
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Joyfulneſs and Conſideration, the 
Reſult of Proſperity and Adverſity. 


EccLESIASTES VII. 14. 


Ii the Day of Proſperity be joyful, but in 
the Day of Adverfity confider : God al 
hath ſet the one over againſt the other, to 
the End that Man fhould find nothing 
after him. 


E have lately been celebrating, 
with loyal Hearts (I truſt,) as 
well as joyful Acclamations, 

the Acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty King 

George the Third, to the Throne of theſe 

Kingdoms. --- May theſe Ceremonies be 

a Prelude to the Felicities and Glories of 


his Reign! which God grant may be 


long 


(6) 


long and proſperous, over a free, a wil 
ling and obedient People ! 


Doubtleſs we have the faireſt Proſpect 
of Happineſs that any People can reaſon- 
ably defire. We have a Prince who is a 
native of our Country, born and educa- 
ted among us, with a high Senſe of the 
Excellence of the Enghſh Conſtitution. ; 
to whom therefore we may reaſonably 
confide, that the Intereſt, the Honour 
and Privileges of it will be very dear; and 
from the Sweetneſs of whoſe Temper and 
Diſpoſition, the Brightneſs of his Capa- 
city, and the Goodneſs of his Heart, we 
may hope to find every Inſtance of Fa- 
vour and Indulgence, that the Happineſs 
of his People ſhall at any Time demand. 
— This great Bleſſing is an Exemplifica- 
tion of the former Part of the Text, and 
ſeems to warrant that Chearfulneſs and 
Joy, which every Engliſh Heart has exert- 
ed in Honour of his Inauguration. 


It is now Time to recall our Reflecti- 
ens to a Subject more ſeverely ſolemn ; 


16 


17 


to drop a Tear to the Memory of our late 


gracious Sovereign King George the Se- 
cond ; to recollect the Glories of his Reign, 
the Wiſdom of his Counſels, the Succeſs of 
his Arms, his inflexible Attachment to 


the true Intereſt of his People, and his 


unwearied Endeavours to promote their 


Happineſs: And by theſe Reflections to 


excite in our Hearts a deep and chriſtian 
Senſe of the wiſe and righteous Diſpenſa- 
tion of Heaven towards us. — This is a 
Subject which the latter Part of the Text 


will aſſiſt us to make a right Improve- 


ment of. 


For doubtleſs amidſt all the Bleſſings 
and Favours we are permitted to enjoy, 


it may be conſider'd as a Day of Adverſity, 


wherein the Providence of God calls us 
to ſuch royal Mourning, to lament the 
loſs of our Head, our Royal Maſter, the 
political Father of his People, under 


Whoſe Shadow Experience had taught us 


to form Hopes of Safety.--- Both Parts of 


the Text therefore ſeem to concur in at- 
fording 
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fording Matter ſuitable to our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances ; the Wiſdom of divine Pro- 
vidence having blended our preſent State 
with an Occaſion both of Joy and Con- 
ſideration. d 


And in Truth theſe Duties how contra- 


ry ſoever they may ſeem one to the other, 


are not ſuch irreconcileable Oppoſites, but 
that they may very well agree in the ſame 
Subject, and be exerted upon the ſame 


Occaſions. For what is there in the 
great Duty of Conſideration, that is miſ- 


becoming a Time of Proſperity? or in- 
conſiſtent with a rational Joy? Or how 
indeed ſhould we be duly thankful to God 


for the many Favours and Mercies he 


pours forth around us, unleſs we reflect 


ſeriouſly upon the Nature, the Circum- 


ſtances and the Value of them ? Tis true 
that which the World calls Joy,but which 
is rather an unbridled Riot, or a licenti- 
ous Marth, has very little to do with Re- 
flection. Conſideration is a killing Damp 
to theUnrulineſs of Proſperity, and there- 
tore the Sobriety and Gravity of it cannot 

| be 
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be endured. And yet if we will take the 
Judgment of Solomon 1t is better 1. e. it 
is more improving 20 go to the Houſe of 
Mourning, than to the Houſe of Feaſling ; 
and his Reaſon is, that this is an Event 
common to all Men; the high and the 
low, the rich and the poor, the honoura- 
ble, and the Men of low Eſteem ; for all 
are alike intereſted; and the living of what 
Quality or Condition ſoever, ill lay it to 


Heart. i. e. will conſider and improve 
by it. 


But it may be aſk'd, when ſhould we 
be joyful, if not in a Day of Proſperity ? 
when all our Affairs are ſucceſsful, when 
our private Intereſts are ſecure and flour- 
iſhing, and the public Tranſactions are 
happy and well conducted? It looks like 
Ingratitude to God, not to reliſh his Fa- 
vours, or even not to rejoyce, when the 
Mercies and Bleſſings of Heaven are mul- 


tiplied towards us--- It does indeed look 


ſo - And Solomon has accordingly not 
only given us Licence to rejoice and be 
glad when we are in happy Circumſtan- 
ces, but wills and commands it as a Pu- 
ty incumbent upon us, the Reſult of 


Wiſdom and Religion. But 
B 


( 10 ) 


But here without proper Caution we 
are liable to two Miſtakes. One is, that 
of misjudging our State, and eſteeming 
that to be a Time of Proſperity, which is 
either the Reverſe of it, or at. beſt a Mix- 
ture of both theſe States together. The 
other regards the Nature of - that Joy 
which we are encouraged to expreſs. 


In the mean Time it may be allow'd 
that there 1s ſuch a Time as Solomon 
here ſpeaks of, a Time of Proſperity; and 


that Joy and Gladneſs, when rightly un- 


derſtood are ſuitable to ſuch a Seaſon. 
And on the other Hand we may be in 


thoſe Circumſtances which are here cal- 


led by the Name of Adverſity, and when 


we are ſo, we ſhall at leaſt find that Con- 


ſideration is very proper and neceſſary to 
ſuch a Seaſon. The Preacher tells us, 
that God bath ſet the one over againſt the 
other ; that is, we may perceive in the 
World a perpetual Viciſſitude of theſe 
two States, ſucceeding one another, Joy 
and Sorrow, Proſperity and Adverſity like 
Day and Night alternately prevailing ; 
And I think the Preacher might have ad- 


ded, that they are oftentimes blended to- 
gether, 


N 
rf 

0 
. 

> 
* 
"1% 
1 
* 
e. 

oF 
6 


3\ 


_— 


. — 


1 


. | 


__— 


« 

f 
rH 

* 
5 
WW 

* 
„ 
1 
1 
2 
1 
#1 
7 


E 


gether, and unite in the ſame Times, and 
in the ſame Subject. To the End that 
Man ſhould find nothing after him; * no- 
thing (that is) to object to the Equity or 
Wiſdom of the divineDiſpoſitions of Pro- 
vidence. 


Both Parts of the Text therefore as I 
ſaid, are nearly adapted to our Condition, 
For certainly neither this nor any other 
Nation under Heaven had ever greater 
Reaſon to rejoyce and exult in the Pre- 
{ence and Protection of God, in the num- 

erleſs Bleſſings we enjoy, and in the no- 
ble Proſpects that are before us; And 
yet in the midſt of all this flow of Hap- 
pineſs, it has pleaſed the Sovereign Diſpo- 
ſer of all, to caſt a Damp upon our Joy, 
to call us to Mourning and Lamentation, 
to viſit us with a ſgre Viſitation; for ſuch 
is the Loſs of our late gracious Sovereign, 
whoſe Death we this Day deplore.---- 
While therefore the ſprighther Scenes of 

Proſperity 


- * Tho” the Senſe which I have given of thefe Words 
appears to me the moſt conſiſtent and intelligible, yet 
it muſt be confeſs?d there is ſome Difficulty in them 
which Interpreters have variouſly explained. Maldon- 
ate's Gloſs, Melancthon's and others may be ſcep in Bp, 
Pat. Annot. in Loc, | 
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Proſperity do ſtrongly ſolicit our Regards, 
let this Stroke of Adverſity ſuſpend at 
leaſt our Joys, and teach us the great 
Duty of Conſideration.---You ſee in this 
Inſtance how eaſy it is for God to change 
the Scene, and turn the Current of his 
Bleſſings, and conſequently how neceſſa- 
ry it is for us to labour after a ſanctified 
Uſe of this Viſitation ; to beg that God 
would continue to us the remainingMer- 
cies and Favours we enjoy, that he would 
heal the Breach he has made by inſpiring 
his preſent Majeſty with Wiſdom andJuſ- 
tice and Fortitude, with every royal Vir- 
tue and Accompliſhment ſuitable to his 
exalted Station.---All this and more will, 
Jam ſure, be the natural Reſult of Con- 
ſideration if rightly and duly exercis'd. 


But before I proceed to the Improve. 
ment of this providential Diſpenſation, 


ſuffer me to enlarge a little upon the Na- 
ture of theſe two States or Conditions 


mentioned in the Text, Proſperity .and 
Adverſity, ſince both of them concur in 
forming our preſent Situation. And, 
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1. As to Proſperity. This in the u- 
ſual Acceptation of it, and ſo far as it re- 
lates to public Affairs, implies a happy 
Form of Government or Conſtitution in 
general; and as a Conſequence of it, 
Wealth and Power, Extent of Dominion, 
and an Abundance of People. A Nation 
is then ſaid to be proſperous, when the 
Subjects of it are numerous and increa- 
ſing, when its Limits are ſufficient to 
contain and ſupport them; when it has a 
flouriſning Trade, the Ballance of which is 
greatly in it's Favour; when it has 
Plenty and Peace throughout its Borders, 
or at leaſt is ſufficiently armed to reſiſt 
any one who ſhall attempt to interrupt 
it's Repoſe; to encroach upon it's Bor- 
ders, it's Trade or it's Liberty. When 
it's Prince and other ſubordinate Rulers 
are wiſe and juſt, and prudent in their 
Adminiſtration; watchful of the public 
Intereſt, and tender of the Liberties, the 
Priviledges and Happineſs of the People. 
When the Subjects are quiet and peacea- 
ble, and obedient to their Rulers; content 
with their reſpective Stations, reverent to 
the Laws, and chearfully ready at all 

; Times 
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Times when regularly call'd upon by 
theirSuperiors, to contribute their Wealth, 
and to exert themſelves with Hand and 
Heart to defend this their Happineſs a- 
gainſt all Invaders, whether they be do- 
meſtic Enemies or foreign Foes. 


Would not ſuch a Nation as this, be 
accounted great and wiſe and happy? Is 
any other thing neceſſary to the Proſperi- 
ty of ſuch a Nation as this ?----I think 
there 1s---Nay, rather I think it is not 
poſſible for all theſe Advantages to con- 
cur in any People without Religion : At 
leaſt there is this preſumptive Proof of 
what I now aſlert, that never any Nation 
or People under Heaven, ever did experi- 
ence all theſe Advantages without a very 
high Senſe of Religion, and a pretty gene- 
ral Submiſſion to the Obligations of it. 
Solomon indeed makes it to be the Prin- 
cipal if not the only Ingredient of public 
Happineſs. Righteouſneſi (ſays he) exalt- 
eth a Nation. And certainly we may ſay 
this of 1t,at leaſt from all Experience,that 
it is the Root or Foundation from whence 
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every Inſtance of public Happineſs ariſes. 
Tis that alone which can conciliate the 
Favour of God, from whom is derived all 
Wiſdom, and Strength, and Policy, and 
Power, and Riches, and Peace, and Pro- 
tection, and whatever elſe it is, that any 
Way contributes to public Proſperity. 


So then we find upon the whole, that 
there is no ſuch Thing as public Proſpe- 
rity without Religion, becauſe the very 
Ingredients that compoſe the Happineſs 


of the Public, depend upon the Favour 


and Bleſſing of Almighty God, and theſe 
are only promiſed to the Righteous. I 
ſhall not need to quote many Paſſages out 

of that Variety with which the Scriptures 
abound, in Proof of what has been now 
obſerved, ſince you very well know that 
the whole Tenor of God's Covenant with 


the Jews, to make them a great, a wiſe 


and powerful Nation, was abſolutely ſuſ- 
pended upon the Condition of their Re- 
ligion or public Virtue. F ye keep my 
Commandments, — if ye obſerve myStatutes, 


== if ye hearken unto me; === then will T 
give 


* 


ſhall flee before jou; ye ſhall be the Head 


and not the Tail; --- your Land fhall yield 
. her Increaſe - I will feed you with the 


Flour of Wheat --- The Fig-Tree. and the 
Vine ſhall yield their Strength. ---Your Flocks 
and Herds ſhall multiply exceedingly. ---- 
Theſe Terms were eventually made good, 
for though God did not always take the 
whole Forfeiture (as indeed he is not 
ſtrict to mark Iniquity) yet their Proſpe- 
rity as a Nation, always bore Proportion 
to their Obedience: And whenever we 
find the Sword, or any other judgment 
let looſe, and prevailing againſt them, 
there was always a proportionable Devia- 
tion from the Statutes which had been 
commanded them: That is to ſay, there 


was a general and public Defection from 
God and Religion. 


All this you'll ſay is true --- But how 
does it appear, that temporal Proſperity 
or the contrary are the Conditions of a 
religious or immoral Conduct under the 
Goſpel, whoſe Terms relate only to ſpiri- 
tual Rewards and Puniſhments, and thoſe 


chiefly in a future State. 
The 


give Peace in your Borders ; --- your Enemies 
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The Objection is certainly of little 
Force, ſince every Man of the leaſt Ob- 
ſervation muſt have perceived, that the 
Condutt of divine Providence towards all 
Nations, from the Beginning of the 
World till this Time has been much the 
ſame.---Tho' their Religion was not al- 
ways conceived in Terms agreeable to the 
divine Attributes, or properly expreſſive 
of theHonour and Majeſty of the ſupreme 
Being, yet (as the Apoſtle ſays) the Times of 
this Ignorance Gad winked at; for where 
there appear'd ageneral Zeal for Religion, 
and a ſtrong Reverence of public Virtue, 
God was pleaſed to reward their honeſt, 
tho' miſtaken Piety, with greatMeaſures of 
public Happineſs. Whoever will take 
the Pains to trace all the great Empires 
and Kingdoms of the World, from the 


Beginning of 1t to this Day, and obſerve 


the particular Periods of their Riſe and 
Declenfion, will find that they exactly 
kept Pace with the public Reverence, or 
Contempt of Virtue ; that is to ſay, with 
the Riſe and Fall of Rehgion. --- NoMan 
can deny the Fact, nor will any one (I 
ſuppoſe) pretend that the Argument 1s 
not ſtrictly concluſive ; unleſs he is diſ- 
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pos d to queſtion whether the Providence 
of God be at all concerned, in the Ad- 


vancement or Depreſſion of theſe great 


Portions or Bodies of Mankind. And if 
any one is inclin'd to diſpute this, I ſhould 
chuſe to let him diſpute by himſelf. 


Religion then as it is the Foundation 
of public Happineſs ts likewiſe the ſureſt 
Teſt whereon to found our Hopes of 
Proſperity, and fo far as the State which 


Ihave now deſcribed or any Part of it 


may be deemed our public Character, ſo 
far we have a Right to purſue the Advice 
of Solomon to be ſeriouſly joyful. ---1 ſay 
ſeriouſly joyful, becauſe according to the 
Definition before given of Proſperity, the 
Joy that naturally flows from ſuch aState, 
will not conſiſt in Riot and unruly Mirth, 
in Wantoneſs, and carnal Pleaſures, in 
light and yain Amuſements, but in a ſo- 
ber conſiderate and decent Gratulation of 
ourſelves, and our own Happineſs. In 
Gratitude andPraiſe to God, for the many 
Pleſſings we enjoy; and particularly that 
he hath continued to us the Light of his 
Goſpel, the Ordinances of Religion, the 
Means of Grace, the Opportunities of 
pu blic 
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public Worſhip, the Aſſiſtance and Influ- 
ence of the divine Spirit, and a Poſſibility 
of Reconciliation to God, thro' the Re- 
demption that is in Chriſt Jeſus. --- So 
then the Joy that is recommended in the 
former Part of the Text, is not ſo very 
different from thatCorn/ideration which the 
latter Part of the Words calls for as ſome 
may imagine. The Joy that 1s here re- 
quired is a religious Thing. It is a pious 
and grateful Diſpoſition of Soul,cxpreſs'd 
in the actual Celebration of God's Praiſe, 
both with our Lips, and in our Lives. --- 
This then is a Day of Proſperity, and 
this it is to rejoice in it. But 


2. We ſhould remember that there is 
14 Day of Adverſity too; the Reverſe of 
the former, in which we are likewiſe 


_ intereſted, and which in the midſt of all 


our Joy, demands the moſt ſerious Conſi- 
deration, 


The All- w/iſe God whoſe ſevereſt Diſ- 
penſations are juſt and righteous, and de- 
mand the Reverence and Submiſſion of 
all his Creatures, has been pleaſed to take 
yato himſelf, the Soul of our dear Sove- 
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reign King GrorGe the Second lately de- 
parted; at a Time it muſt be confeſs d 
which according to human Views, may 
juſtly alarm and raiſe ourApprehenfions ; 
In the midſt of Tranſactions the moſt in- 
tereſting, that a Peaple can poſſibly have 
at Stake. Our Arms tis true are glori- 
ouſly ſucceſsful, and our national Fame 
reaches to the moſt diſtant Corners of the 
Earth. But God knows what Change 


the preſent Diſpenſation of divine Provi- 


dence may produce in the public Syſtem 
of Affairs. Hitherto indeed the Adminiſ- 
tration has been conducted by a Patriot 
of as much Wiſdom and Integrity, and 
of as great Abilities, as ęver bleſt the Na- 
tion or adorn'd the Court. And we hope 
and pray that the Union and Harmony 
which has hitherto ſublilted among the 
honourable Perſons who nave ſhar'd in 
the Adminiſtration, may yet continue, 
and perfect what is ſtill wanting, to the 


Eſtabliſhment of a glorious and honour- 


able Peace. 


In the mean Time the ſudden Arreſt of 


this great Monarch by the Hand of Death, 
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tho' he was gather'd to the Grave in a 
good old Age, ſhould teach us to conſider 
the Uncertainty of allAfﬀairs that depend 
upon the Breath of Man, for when that 
e goeth forth, he returns again to his Earth, 
| and then all his Thoughts, his Power and 
Policy perth ; And leave thoſe whoſe 
Hopes were built upon them to Regret 
and Diſappointment. Oh!] put not then 
| your Truft in Princes, nor in any Child of 
; Man. What a mortifying Leſſon is this 
2 to human Vanity, and to human Confi- 
dence too ? that all muſt he down in the 
Grave, where as Job ſays elegantly, are 
Kings and Counſellors of the Earth, that 
build defolate Places for themſefoes, where 
alſo are Princes that had Gold, who filled 
their Houfes with Silver. The ſmall and 
the great are there, and the Servant ts free 


from his Maſter. 


/ Where is now the benevolent Prince, 
the tender Father of his People, the De- 
= fire of his Subjects, whoſe Happineſs he 
4 delighted to promote ? Who never at- 
tempted to invade their Privileges, but 
was ſolicitous to preierve to them that 


Liberty they ſo juſtly valued. Where is 
now 


| 
| 


* 
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now the Terror of that Arm which was 
always readily ſtretched forth to vindicate 
the Oppreſſed, to aſſert the Rights of other 
Princes as well as to defend his own, a- 
gainſt the Fury of the Oppreſtor.---Alaſs ! 
his Glory and Benevolence, his Power 
and Protection are now no more.---His 
mighty Deeds and mightter Deſigns are 
laid in the Duſt. This was a Sroke of 
Adverſity indeed, which tho” his advan- 
ced Years, gave but too much Reaſon to 


4 apprehend, yet our Fears were ſuperce- 
i) ded by the ſtronger Hopes we had enter- 


tain'd, that 1t would pleaſe God to ſpare 
the Royal Life, till the Troubles of Eu- 


W rope were appeas'd.---But it becomes us 


| to ſubmit to the Will and Wiſdom of 


il God, to conſider and acknowledge his 


Hand in this Diſpenſation. I was dumb, 


vt ſaid the Pſalmiſt, and opened not my Mouth 
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far it was thy doing. 


| But tho' we are not allow'd to com- 
piamn of the Diſpoſals of the divine Wiſ- 
dom and Providence, yet neither Religion 
nor Reafon forbid us to preſerve the Me- 
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mory of our departed Sovereign, or to 
mention his Name with Gratitude. 


In the mean Time, ſince we are liable 
to theſe Diſappointments, from the Frail- 
ty and Uncertainty of human Life, Let 
us ſo conſider this Viſitation as may lead 
us to place more of our Confidence in 
God that Rock of Ages, who liveth and 
abideth forever. He fits at the Helm and 
guides the Events and Viciſſitudes of this 
World, to accompliſh the Deſigns of his 
Providence. We ſhort-ſighted Creature; 
are apt to deſpond when Adverſity over- 
takes us, as if we had no Helper ; but if 
we would take the Advice of Solomon in 


the Text, if we would conſider and re- 


flect, we ſhould cait ourſelves upon that 
God who never faileth thoſe that truly 
confidein him. God is a wife Governor, 
who has oftentimes the nobleſt Views and 


Deſigns on foot, which although they are 


commonly hid from our ſhort-fighted 
Underſtandings, yet might be made ſa- 
vingly preſent by a lively Faith and Truſt 
in his Wiidom Power and Goeodneis, 

Many 


( 34 *) 


Many things appear to us under a Veil, 
and ſeem to wear a gloomy Aſpect, that 
bodes nothing but Sorrow, Adverſity and 
Affliction z yet by Faith and Patience we 
arrive to ſee the Veil taken off, and the 
Myſtery of Providence clearing up into 
Brightneſs and Sunſhine. This for ought 
we can tell, may be a Bleſſing God has 
graciouſly reſerved for us. Our preſent 
Sovereign may be deſtined to improve up- 
on the Model of his Royal Predeceſſor, 
and by his princely Virtues adorn the 


Throne and eclipſe the Glory of his An- 


ceſtors. 


If we were permitted to have a diſtant 
View of the ſeveral Wheels and Move- 
ments of divine Providence, which are 
ſecretly employ'd to bring about his De- 
ſigns, we ſhould then be fully ſatisfy d. 
that every Thing was ordered for the beſt, 
and that even Adverſity and Affiction do 


work together for the Good of thoſe, cho 


by ſerious Conſideration are duly exercis'd 
by them. If a State of Adverfity in ge- 
neral, if any ſevere Iiipentation in par- 

ticular is fuffer'd to pats by without this 


Improvement ; It \ terious Courte of Re- 
tlection 


C6 1 


flection and Conſideration is not apply'd 


to, and made the means of Sanctification; 
nothing but a Repetition of Diſappoint- 
ment, Adverſity and Miſery, can be ex- 
pected.---If we would rightly improve 


our late Viſitation, and inſtead of an Af- 


fliction turn it into a Bleſſing, the Method 
1s to hold faſt to God, and reverence our 
Religion, and walk humbly and righte- 
ouſly before him ; for by this Means we 
ſhall change our Affliction into Joy, our 
Mourning into Gladneſs, and our Adver- 
ſity into Rejoicing; into an uninterrupted 
State of Bleſſing and Proſperity. 


I have now done with the Text, and 


inſtead of any other Application, ſhall 


beg leave to addreſs myſelf,--- Firſt of all 


to your Excellency, by Way of  Condol- 
ance upon the Death of our late gracious 


Sovereign. 


Your Excellency has a double Share in 
the public Grief, both as a Subject, and 
as having had the Honour to repreſent 
the Perſon of your Royal Maſter, among 
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Many things appear to us under a Veil, 
and ſeem to wear a gloomy Aſpect, that 
bodes nothing but Sorrow, Adverſity and 
Affliction ; yet by Faith and Patience we 
arrive to ſee the Veil taken off, and the 
Myſtery of Providence clearing up into 
Brightneſs and Sunſhine. This for ought 
we can tell, may be a Bleſſing God has 
graciouſly reſerved for us. Our preſent 
Sovereign may be deſtined to improve up- 
on the Model of his Royal Predeceſſor, 
and by his princely Virtues adorn the 


Throne and eclipſe the Glory of his An- 


ceſtors. 


If we were permitted to have a diſtant 
View of the ſeveral Wheels and Move- 
ments of divine Providence, which are 
ſecretly employ'd to bring about his De- 
ſigns, we ſhould then be fully ſatisfy'd, 
that everyThing was ordered for the beſt, 
and that even Adverſity and Affliction do 
work together for the Good of thoſe, who 


by ſerious Conſideration are duly exercis'd 


by them. If a State of Adverſity in ge- 
neral, if any ſevere Diſpenſation in par- 
ticular 1s ſuffer'd to paſs by without this 
Improvement ; If a ſerious Courſe of Re- 

flection 
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flection and Conſideration 1s not apply'd 


to, and made the means of Sanctification; 
nothing but a Repetition of Diſappoint- 
ment, Adverſity and Miſery, can be ex- 
pected.---If we would rightly improve 


our late Viſitation, and inſtead of an Af- 


fliction turn it into a Bleſſing, the Method 
is to hold faſt to God, and reverence our 
Religion, and walk humbly and righte- 
ouſly before him; for by this Means we 
ſhall change our Affliction into Joy, our 
Mourning into Gladneſs, and our Adver- 
ſity into Rejoicing; into an uninterrupted 
State of Bleſſing and Proſperity. 


I have now done with the Text, and 


inſtead of any other Application, ſhall 


beg leave to addreſs myſelf,--- Firſt of all 


to your Excellency, by Way of Condol- 
ance upon the Death of our late gracious 
Sovereign. 


Your Excellency has a double Share in 
the public Grief, both as a Subject, and 
as having had the Honour to repreſent 
the Perſon of your Royal Maſter, among 
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a loyal and very dutiful People ; always 
firmly attach'd to the ilInſtrious Succeſh- 
on which now fills the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms. One who ſtands ſo high in 
the Favour of his Sovereign, muſt deeply 


feel the Stroke to which no Britiſh Sub- 


ject, nor any truly Engliſh Heart can be 
utterly inſenſible. May your Excellency 
enjoy that Conſolation which deſcendeth 
from above,and which 1s a moſt ſovereign 
Remedy and Recompence under all the 
Changes and Chances, the Sorrows and 
Afflictions of this mortal Life. 


A feeond Portion of the general Grief 
will doubtleſs be felt by his Honour the 
Lieutenant Governor, and the Honoura- 
ble hisMajefty's Council. ---I do not pre- 


tend to deſcribe your Loſs, or to ſpeak the 


Worth of that great Monarch, whoſe 
Death we now deplore. This 1s a Subject 
beyond my weak Endeavours, and is in- 
deed much eaſier apprehended than ex- 
preſs d; but I can lament and condole 
with you upon this mournful Occaſion, 
and beg of God to ſanctity to you and all 
concern'd ien ation of his ſovereign 


Pleaſure. The Death of a crowned He Ba 
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is always a critical Seaſon, and calls for 
much ſerious Reflection; but the Loſs 


we now bewail is more eminently affect- 


ing, both on Account of the public State 
and Condition of our Affairs, and the ſpe- 
cial Love and Reverence which he had 
cultivated in the Hearts of his Subjects, 
J ſhall not need to recommend it; I am 
aſſur'd that his Memory will long conti- 
nue to be a tender Subject of your Gra- 
titude. 


Laſtly, let me apply myſelf to you the 
worthy Repreſentatives of this Province- 
and to you myBrethren in general. --- At 
the Death of the good King Joſiah we are 


told that all Judah and Ferujalem mourned 


for him, and Jeremiah allo lamented for 
 7-/ah. Rulers and People, Prieſts and 


Prophets, united in ęxpreſſing their Grief 
for ſo great and affecting a Loſs. I do 
not intend to draw a Parallel, between that 
Prince and ours ; I am ſenſible that there 
is a wide Difference in many Reſpects; 
but in the Love and Gratitude of their 
People perhaps they were not unlike ; At 


leaſt it was the Endeavour of our late So- 


vereign, 


( #) 


vereign, and his chief Ambition to reign 
in the Hearts of his People; and I truſt 
the unfeignedGrief for hisLoſs will teſtify 
that he was not without Succeſs. I can- 
not ſay that every Man in his Dominions 
had this Love for him,or will pay this Re- 
ſpect to his Memory. Every Government 
will have ſome. diſcontented Spirits within 
it, and every Prince muſt expect ſomeSub- 
jects of lefs Loyalty and Attachment than 
might be wiſh'd : But What Reſpect ſoever 
he may be depriv'd of by ſome few of the 
preſent Age, from whom better Things 


might be expected; I am well affur'd that 


Poſterity will do Juſtice to his Memory, 


and theReign of GeorGE the Second will 
Mine in the Engliſh Annals with ſuperior 
Luſtre. 


King Saul was onge apply'd to in aDay 
of great Diſtreſs by the People of Jabeſh 
Gilead, when they were beſieged by a cruel] 
and inſulting Enemy. The King heark- 
ened to their Requeſt, and gave them ef- 
fectual Relief. This was not forgotten. 
It was Saul's Fate afterwards to fall in a 
Battle he had with the Philiſtines; Then 
it was that the Men of Jabeſn Gilead 
=. ſhow'd 
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ſhow'd thetrGratitude, ſeveral valiant Men 
of that People at the Riſk of their Lives 
recover'd the Bones of Saul and of his 
Sons,from an infamous Expoſure to which 
the Enemy had condemned them. Here 
was a Proot of Gratitude, that will be a 
laſting Honour to their Memory. See 
how the humane Succeſſor of King Saul 
received the News of this generous Action. 
He ſent Meſſengers to them, and ſaid Bleſſed 
be ye of the Lord, that ye have ſhewed this 
Kindneſs unto your Lord,even unto Saul and 
have buried him. And now the Lord ſhew 
Kindneſs and Truth unto you, and I alſo will 
requite you this Kindneſs. I need not re- 
mind you how readily our late Sovereign 
hearkened to your Requeſts in the Day of 
your Diſtreſs ; what effectual Relief and 
Aſſiſtance he ſent you, ſo that you are de- 
livered from the Inſults of a ſavage and 
cruel Enemy. We muſt therefore have 


.leſs Gratitude than the Men of Jabeſh 


Gilead, if we do not venerate the Memo- 
ry of our departed King,and acknowledge 
him under God, as our great Protector 


and Deliverer. 


Let 


„ 


Let me therefore addreſs you in the 
Words of the Royal David, to theſe ſame 
| loyal and grateful People. Therefore now 
f {fays he) let your Hands be firengthened,and 
be ye Valiant, for your Maſter Saul is dead, 
end alſo the Houſe of fudab have anointed 
me King over them. Be you comforted 
| my Brethren in like Manner. Your Royal 
„ Maſter is dead, but it has pleaſed God to 
preſerve an Heir of his illuſtrious Houle, 
whoris now ſet over us. To him let us 
"nt transfer that Loyalty and Obedience 

| which was ſo chearfully paid to our de- 
parted King. 


— A IO. 


2 May the God of Mercies ſanctity this 
Viſitation to him, and do all the Branches 
of the Royal Houte, 


May helong wear the Crown to which | | 
= _ he is now advanced, and not till he 1s old 9 
| and full of Days reſign it for a Crown 
it of Immortality. | 


May he be directed by Wiſdom from 
above, to go in and out before this great 
| | | People, 


+ 


People, and to rule them in the Fear of 
the Lord. 


May he poſſeſs all thoſe heavenly Gra- 
ces that are requiſite for ſo high a Truſt. 
May he become a bleſſed Inſtrument 
for protecting and advancing thelntereſts 
of trucReligion,for cſtabliſhing Peace and 
Unity, that we may ſerve God with one 
Heart and one Mind according to his 
Will. And may there never be one 
wanting in his Houſe to ſucceed him in 
the Government of theſe Kingdoms. 


And may we and all his Subjects duly 
conſidering whoſe Authority he hath, faithfully 


ſerve honour and humbly obey him, for Con- 


ſcience ſake, according to God's holy Word 
and Ordinance, through Jeſus Chrift our 
Lord; To whom with the Father and 
Hoiy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion, both now 
and forevermore. AMEN. 
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